
 
SKILLS ONTARIO QUALIFYING TV & VIDEO Q&A 

1) Are we allowed to use white background? (for titles) 

-Yes, using a white background for titles is permissible 

2) Are titles permitted to have a drop shadow? 

-Yes, you can use a drop shadow for your titles 

3) Are stabilizers allowed? 

-Yes, you can use a stabilizer as part of your camera kit. This includes Gimbals.  

4) Does slow-motion count as an in-camera effect? 

- Yes, it does. Please do not use (in-camera) slow motion. The scope document is clear about this, and it 

also states, "Teams will be allowed to only use cuts, titles, freeze frame and dissolves". Try to focus the 

creativity in your story on the script and camera composition only.  

5) Is lunch served in the contest room or a cafeteria area?  

- Lunch is served in the contest room 

6) Is the Skills Ontario logo an exemption from the Clothing Requirements?  

- Yes  

7) Do you want us to make a Treatment, or story board and Production Brief ?  

- Production brief is a must and must be created in advance and brought with competitor teams 

to the competition  

8) Is there somewhere where students can download the Production template? 

- Yes, on the Skills website under the TV & Video Qualifying scope 

9) Are we okay to bring a video camera of our choice and few lenses? 

- There are no rules or stipulations as to cameras. I do know this year we are even including an 

iPhone as an acceptable recording device.  

- As for lenses. On page 6 of the Qualifying scope it does say “NO OTHER EQUIPMENT INCLUDING: 

DRONES, LIGHTING GEAR, AUDIO MIXERS OR SPECIAL LENSES ARE ACCEPTABLE. NO IN-CAMERA 

EFFECTS ARE PERMITTED. THE USE OF UNACCEPTABLE EQUIPMENT OR EFFECTS MAY RESULT IN 

DISQUALIFICATION.” 

10) Can you expand on "no special lenses" allowed? What exactly?  

- No fisheye, wide angle, macro, telephoto, anamorphic, or any specialty lens. Again, all 

participants are encouraged to keep the creativity in the storytelling, camera composition and 

sequence of shots. 

11) Are students allowed to colour grade footage in their editing software? If so, what is not 

accepted  as far as colouring effects used? 

- If students have time to colour grade within Adobe Premiere it will be acceptable. We encourage 

all participants to put the creativity into the storytelling and shot composition.  

12) Are students allowed to bring props that emit light?  

The scope document states clearly, no lighting gear permitted. If you have a prop that emits light, and 

that light is used to help illuminate a scene your team will be disqualified. 1. The rules state that "no in 

camera effects" are allowed. Can you be specific regarding this? What do you mean by "in-camera" 

effects? For example, can students film using LOG colour space?  

https://www.skillsontario.com/qualifying-competitions#Scopes


 
 

No in camera effects means the footage should be recorded "clean". No filters, no slo-mo or time lapse 

or speed ramping, no shutter effects etc. Participants should only white balance at each location and 

shoot clean footage.   

13)  Is colour grading/colour correcting allowed in the post-production/editing phase? 

No. The Scope Document says clearly - "Teams will be allowed to only use cuts, titles, freeze frame and 

dissolves and provided copyright cleared sound effects in the editing process. The creativity should solely 

be in the composition and sequence of shots to build a story.  

14) Could you please give some specific examples about what is allowed for AI use and what is not 

allowed? 

AI parameters: no AI generative footage or images can be used but use of AI is approved for 

postproduction and script writing purposes. Competitors must cite AI sources and how AI was used in 

their production briefs, before they submit them at the end of the contest.  

 

  


